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misfortune may befall them, they never allow them-
selves to lose their calm composure of mind, in which
they think that happiness especially consists. They
endure many days’ fasting, also diseases and trials,
with the greatest cheerfulness and patience. Even
the pangs of childbirth, although most bitter, are so
concealed or conquered by the women that they do
not even groan; and if a tear or a groan should es-
cape any one of them, she would be stigmatized by
everlasting disgrace, nor could she find a man there-
after who would marry her. Friends never indulge
in complaint or expostulation to friends, wives to
their husbands, or husbands to their wives. They
treat their children with wonderful affection, but
they preserve no discipline, for they neither them-
selves correct them nor allow others to do so. Hence
the impudence and savageness of the boys, which,
after they have reached a vigorous age, breaks forth
in all sorts of wickedness. Moreover, they exercise
the same mildness which they exhibit toward their
children and relatives, toward the remainder of their
tribe and their countrymen. If any person has in-
jured another by means of a rude jest (for they are
commonly very talkative, and are ready jesters), the
latter carefully conceals it, or lays it up, and in retal-
iation injures his detractor behind his back; for to
jest in the victim’s presence, or to make a verbal
attack, face to face, is characteristic of religion.
There is nothing which they are more prone to use
as a counter-allegation, when provoked, than to
charge a man with a lack of intelligence. For they
claim praise because of their intelligence, and not
without good reason. No one among them is stupid
or sluggish, a fact which is evident in their inborn
foresight in deliberation and their fluency in speak-



